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Course Description: 

The very first decade of the 21​st​ century has witnessed the world’s sole remaining superpower 

engaging in costly and seemingly endless wars. The wars began with the 9/11 attacks on the 

World Trade Center towers in New York. From the American perspective, the attacks were a 

geopolitical disaster as they destroyed the American self-perception of insularity and 

impregnability. The wars of the 21​st​ century however, cannot be studied in isolation. This course 

seeks to comprehend the evolving relationship between the wars of the 21​st​ century, and the wars 

of the 20​th​ century. 


